Study Guide: Art History Prehistoric to Gothic 
 
Guidelines:  
 
Answer the question in FULL, minimally 5-7 complete sentences that address the question in its entirety. The key terms can be found in your book, possibly within multiple chapters, make certain you can apply the term to a specific work of art and be able to demonstrate how it is used. You should be able to associate each image with its corresponding period and know relative, general dates i.e the Women of Willendorf is from the Pre-historic era ca. 28,000 BCE. In addition, you should know how the work of art functioned. 
 
 
Prehistoric Art:  
 
Short Answer: 
 
1. What are the common motifs found in cave paintings such as those as Lascaux and 
Altamira? What are the current theories about their original meaning and purpose? 
2. Many examples of prehistoric art and architecture express the relationship between the living and the dead. Offer examples of how this theme is evoked in architecture 
and sculpture. Why do you think it was so important? 
Key terms: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
 
Passage grave  	 	 	 	 	 	 
Corbeled vault  
Post-n-lintel method 
Megalithic 
High relief and low relief sculpture 
Ice Age (know date of shift) 
 
Image Identifications: 
 
Venus of Willendorf
Rhinoceros, wounded man and disemboweled bison 
“Lion Headed” hybrid figure 
Catal Hüyük 
 
Ancient Near East:  
 
Short Answer: 
 
 
1. Describe and characterize the way human figures are represented in Sumerian votive figures of Eshnunna, what role did these votive figures play and what insight does that give us about their culture? 
 
2. Compare/contrast the Stele of Naram-sin with Ashurbanipal’s Lion Hunt. 
 
Key Terms:  
Hierarchical scale 
Ziggurat  
Cuneiform 
Stylus 
Heraldic pose 
Cylinder seal 
Lamassu 
 
 
 
Image Identifications: 
 
Warka Vase 
The Standard of Ur 
Victory Stele of Naram-Sin 
Ashurbanipal’s “Lion Hunt” 
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Ancient Egyptians:  
 
Short Answer: 
 
 
1. Explain the pictorial conventions for representing the human figure in ancient Egypt; offer at least two examples of works of art that represent these conventions 
and how they are used 
2. Characterize the stylistic transformation of the architectural programs that took 
place between the Early Dynastic and Old Kingdoms 
 
Key Terms and Figures:  
Mastaba 
Composite view 
Ka 
Osiris 
Sarcophagus 
Serdab 
Courses 
Sunken relief 
Image Identification:  
Palette of King Narmer 
Pyramid of Djoser 
Pyramid complex of Giza 
Ti Watching a Hippopotamus 
Temple of Amun-Ra at Karnak 
Fowling scene from the tomb of Nebamun 
Akhenaten and His Family 
The Judgement of Hunefer 
Temple of Hapshetsut 
 
 
 
 
 
Ancient Aegean:  
 
Short Answer: 
 
 
1.  Compare the plans and excavation sites of the architectural complexes at Knossos and Mycenae. Who discovered them? What did they find? What does the material culture found say about the civilizations that inhabited those areas? 
Key terms: 
 
Fresco 
Provenance 
Buon fresco 
Corbel vault 
Casemates 
Faience 
Repousse  
Citadels 
Megaron  
Dromos 
Sistrum 
 
Image Identification: 
 
Figure of a woman from Syros (Cyclades) 
Bull Leaping Fresco 
Marine-style octopus flask 
Funerary Mask from grave circle “A” 
Harvester Vase 
The Lioness gate 

Ancient Greece:   
 
1. What distinguishes the styles and subject of Hellenistic art? 
2. Distinguish between the Doric, Ionic and Corinthian orders giving examples of a 
specific building representing each one. 
3. What aspects of geography, history and religion create the background for the emergence of ancient Greek architecture, offer at least one example that coincides 
with these aspects.  

 
Key terms: 
 
Caryatid 
Cella 
Frieze 
Red figure vs black figure pottery 
Contrapposto 
Canon 
Pediment  
Metopes  Anta 
Stylobate 
Pronaos 
Kylix 
Amphora 
 
Image Identifications: 
 
Kouros Boy 
Dipylon Amphora 
Kritios Boy 
The Parthenon 
The Erechtheion  
Temple of Athena of Nike 
Laocoon and his Sons  
Dying Warriors from the Temple of Aphaia 
